
 

The Life Centre's 
Advent Booklet 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Saviour is Born 



 

1 
 

Overview 
Pete Briscoe writes, ―Have you ever thought about the intricate details of the first Christmas? How Mary 
handled the startling message from the angel Gabriel? Why God sought fit to first appear to the lowly 
shepherds, and choose a manger in Bethlehem? Or what it would have been like to stand before a multitude of 
angels?  

 

God was intentional in every detail of His plan to bring his Son into the world. Through Mary, an everlasting 
hope would come to the nations. Through the little town of Bethlehem, the birth of our Saviour would become a 
reality and be our prince of peace. Through angels, God would send good tidings of great joy that would come 
to all people, everywhere. Through shepherds, God would exalt the humble and show us that He is the 
sovereign shepherd of love. 

 

The humble events surrounding Christ‘s birth glorify all that our Saviour is. From the stable to the cross, He 
redeemed us from sin to give us life. Just as his birth introduced grace and redemption for all people then, the 
invitation continues for us today. This undeserved gift is truly what the wonder of the first Christmas is all 
about!‖ 1 

 

 

 

And the angel answered and said to her [Mary], “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.” 

~ Luke 1:35 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Pete Briscoe, A Savior is Born, Right Now Media, 2011 
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Week 1:   Hope 

November 27, 2016 

 

Look for Hope 
 
―I hope to get a new bike for Christmas…I hope the Vancouver Canucks win the Stanley cup. I hope I get a 
good report from the doctor…I hope to get that promotion at work.‖ We use the word ‗hope‘ in many different 
ways. The biblical word for hope is not just wishful thinking, but a confident expectation that this will take place.   
 
The word ‗Advent‘ means ‗arrival,' or ‗coming. The season of Advent is when we celebrate the coming of Jesus 
Christ. The coming of the Messiah into the world gives us hope. 
 
 

Connection Questions: 
 
1. When you hear the word ‗hope‘ what do you think of? 
2. Someone has said that, ―Hope is hearing the music of the future and faith is having the  
 courage to dance to it.‖ What does that statement mean for you? 
3. How is Jesus Christ the hope of the world? 
4. How is Jesus Christ your hope? 
 

Family Time Activities (Choose one activity to do as a family this week, if you are single consider doing an activity with a friend or family member) 
 
Create – As a family, list or draw pictures of the things you are hoping for this Christmas. Together, decide and 
circle two things for which you are really hoping. How can these things help us share the hope of Jesus with 
friends and family this Christmas season? 
Prayer – Pray for the leaders in our lives, church leaders, city leaders and for our world leaders. Pray for hope 
for the world this Christmas. 
Taking Action – Make or buy a card for someone and encourage them with hope this Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daily Readings 
November 28 - Isaiah 7:10-14  ·  November 29 - Matthew 1:18-24  ·  November 30 - Isaiah 40:1-5     

December 1 - Romans 15:4, 12-13  ·  December 2 - 1 Peter 1:3-5, 13, 17-21 

 
‗The days are coming,‘ declares the LORD, ‗when I will fulfill the 

good promise I made to the people of Israel and Judah. 
~ Jeremiah 33:14 
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Week 2: Peace 

December 4, 2016 
 

Jesus gives us Peace 
The second week of Advent is about Peace. Ken Esau says, ―The Hebrew word for ‗shalom‘ means far more 
than ‗peace‘. It implies health and wholeness between God and people, people and each other, people and 
creation, and even people and their own selves. In its fullest sense, shalom is really what God though Jesus is 
seeking to restore in our world.‖1 In this second week of Advent we celebrate that Jesus Christ is the Prince of 
Peace. 
 
 

Connection Questions: 

 
1. How would you define the word peace? 
2. Why is Jesus called the Prince of Peace? 

 

Family Time Activities (Choose one activity to do as a family this week, if you are single consider doing an activity with a friend or family member) 
 
Conversations – Talk about some places that are peaceful. Remind each other that true peace is trusting God 
to take care of your needs in any situation. Discuss the difference between a peaceful place and the peace 
God offers. Explain that a peaceful place is temporary but God‘s peace lasts forever.  
Storytelling – Read and act out Luke 2:1-20 
Shalom Project - Over this Christmas season become involved in a ―Shalom Project‖2. A Shalom Project is 
when you prayerfully select some relational area, spend at least one hour of effort to bring greater shalom, 
health, to that area. Some possible examples of a Shalom Project are:  

• Verbally sharing the good news of Jesus with friends. 

• Addressing interpersonal relational issues — conflicts with estranged parents, family members, friends, co-
workers, people at church. 

• Speaking into situations of injustice to encourage God‘s shalom there. 

• Pursuing greater shalom with creation. Volunteering to clean up garbage in local parks or taking steps to 
take better care of our physical bodies. 

• Coming to greater shalom with ourselves by beginning to address body image issues, self-harm, and so on. 
 
 

Daily Readings 
December 5 - Isaiah 9:6  ·  December 6 - Isaiah 52:7-9  ·  December 7 - Luke 2:13-14 

December 8 - Isaiah 11:1-9  ·  December 9 - John 14:25-27  
                                                           
1 Ken Esau, Columbia Contact (Spring 2016), 6. 
2 Esau, Columbia Contact, 6-7. 

 
The LORD gives strength to his people; the 

LORD blesses his people with peace. 
~ Psalm 29:11 
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WEEK 3: Joy 

December 11, 2016 

 

Joy 
The third week of Advent is about the joy that is ours because God has entered the world. Angels heralded the 
birth of the Messiah and kings came from the east to worship and marvel at what God has done. 
 
And we marvel as well, that God would step into our world, broken and marred by our sin. And the knowledge 
that God is accomplishing something new, and that he cannot be stopped or deterred, brings us great comfort 
and great joy, even as we still live in a world with sorrow and pain. 
 
 

Connection Questions 
1. Share a time in your life when you heard news that gave you great joy. 
2. Read Luke 2:10-14, What sign did the angel give to the shepherds concerning the newborn baby? What is 

surprising about this detail? 
3. What is this ―good news of great joy‖ the angel talks about? 
 

 

Family Time Activities (Choose one activity to do as a family this week, if you are single consider doing an activity with a friend or family member) 
 
God’s Word – Read Luke 1:47-55 together. 
Kid’s in the Kitchen – Together make pancakes in the shape of the letters J, O, and Y. Don‘t worry, they don‘t 
have to be perfect! As your family enjoys their food, talk about the things that make them happy. Remind them 
that earthly things might make them happy for a little while, but the joy we receive from Jesus will always last.  
Worship - This week sing, read through, or play the songs listed below. Take time to reflect on the words and 
message of these songs.  
 
Joy to the World, 
O, Come All Ye Faithful, 
O Come O Come Emmanuel,  
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Silent Night 
 
 
 

 
 

Daily Readings 
December 12 - Luke 2:1-12  ·  December 13 - Luke 2:14-27  ·  December 14 - Isaiah 49:13; Matthew 2:9-12

 December 15 - Isaiah 51:1-3, 11  ·  December 16 - Romans 15:13 

 
But the angel said to them, ―Do not be afraid. I 

bring you good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior 

has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord.‖ 

~ Luke 2:10-11 
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WEEK 4: Love 

December 18, 2016 
 

All you need is Love 
When you stop and think about it we get a lot of mileage out of our English word ‗love.‘ We can say, ―I love my 
spouse … I love my children…I love cheesecake…I love gardening…I love to run…I love pizza.‖ Does that 
mean I love pizza the same way I love my spouse? Christmas is about God loving the world so much that He 
sent us his one and only Son. Anyone who believes that Jesus Christ came into the world to save us from our 
sins receives the gift of eternal life. What an overwhelming reality that through faith in Jesus you are 
unconditionally loved by the Creator of the universe.  
 
 

Connection Questions 
1. What are some of the different ways we use the word ‗love‘? 
2. How would you define the word ‗love‘? 
3. Love is an action word. How did God demonstrate His love for us? 
4. How has God‘s love for you, through Jesus, changed your life? 
 
 

Family Time Activities (Choose one activity to do as a family this week, if you are single consider doing an activity with a friend or family member) 
 
Create – On one piece of paper have each person draw a picture of one way that God shows His love to you. 
Then discuss and pray a prayer of thanksgiving for God and His unconditional love.   
Prayer – Ask God to help you grow the spiritual gift of love in your own life and to see those around you as 
God sees them.  
Taking Action – How can you demonstrate your love for someone today? Visit someone and tell them how 
much you love them and how much more God loves them.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daily Readings 
December 19 - Luke 1:26-28  ·  December 20 - Luke 1:29-33  ·  December 21 - John 1:1-5 

December 22 - John 1:6-14  ·  December 23 - Matthew 2:1-8; John 3:16-17 

 
For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
~ John 3:16 
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Christmas:  Jesus 

 

Jesus is the Reason 
Wow! Christmas is so exciting – presents, food, and family. So much to be excited about. Have you ever 
thought about what Christmas was like 2100 years ago? Jesus wasn‘t born yet, so there was no Christmas 
2100 years ago! Today we celebrate Christmas because we have a reason to celebrate! We celebrate the birth 
of our saviour, Jesus Christ. Immanuel – God with us! Don‘t get so caught up in the hustle and bustle that you 
forget to celebrate Jesus! He is the reason for Christmas!   

 

 
Family Time Activities (Choose one activity to do as a family this week, if you are single consider doing an activity with a friend or family member) 
 
God’s Word – Before opening up any Christmas presents take time to read the Christmas story over: Matthew 
1:18-2:23 or Luke 2:1-21 

Storytelling – Act out the story as you read it through, either use actors (yourselves) or toys to play the 
different characters. 

Prayer – Spend some time praying as a family giving thanks for the coming of the Messiah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas! 
 
 
We want to express our appreciation to LifeWay Kids Ministry for providing the template, Family Advent Guide, for this Advent Devotional.  

 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will 

find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared 

with the angel, praising God and saying, ―Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his 

favor rests.‖ 

~ Luke 2:11-14 

 


